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Greet ings Program  Directors

As we m ove forward  into a  new season, we are gra teful for your continued 

com m itm ent to excellence in nursing  education. Your leadership  and 

ded ica tion p lay a  vita l role in p reparing  the next genera tion of nurses to 

m eet the evolving  needs of hea lthcare.,

The Education Departm ent rem ains com m itted  to supporting  you with 

t im ely updates, help ful resources, and relevant inform ation to assist in your 

role as program  d irector. We encourage you  to share app licab le 

inform ation with your faculty and to reach out to our team  with any 

questions or needs. 

The Education Departm ent utilizes the 

Laserfiche docum ent m anagem ent 

p la tform  for a ll docum ent subm issions. 

Please use the following  link to up load 

any docum ents -  LASERFICHE.  

Annua l Report  

In collabora tion with the North Carolina  Board  of Nursing  (NCBON) , the 

Nationa l Council of Sta tes Boards of Nursing  (NCSBN)  assist with 

adm inistering  the Annua l Report for p re- licensure nursing  education 

program s. Program  d irectors can access a  copy of the Annua l Report and 

FAQ docum ent loca ted  in the Resources and Downloads section of the 

Program  Director Porta l. These m ateria ls a re intended to guide you in 

com pleting  the report. Consistent with 21 NCAC 36 .0323(e) , access to the 

Annua l Report will be provided on October 1, with subm issions due by 11:59 

pm  on October 31. 

The Nationa l Nursing  Education Database, an init ia t ive of NCSBN, com plies 

annua l report da ta  from  nursing  education program s across the U.S. This 

com prehensive resource provides deta iled  sta tist ica l ana lyses to support 

insights into trends and outcom es in nursing  education. The m ost recent 

da ta , covering  the 2023- 2024 reporting  cyc le, is ava ilab le for review here.

Program  Director Docum ent  Up loads

mailto:examdept@ncbon.com
mailto:examdept@ncbon.com
https://portal.laserfiche.com/h0975/forms/ncbon-education
https://www.ncsbn.org/nursing-regulation/education/national-nursing-education-database.page


NCLEX Pass Rates

The NCLEX pass ra tes are sent d irectly to p rogram  d irectors from  NCSBN as 

an encryp ted  em ail m essage on the 10th day of the m onth following  each 

quarter. Please ensure your IT departm ent has whitelisted  em ails from : 

pearsonvueb id ist r ibu t ion@pearson.com . NCBON will continue to post 

quarterly reports on our website. Contact educat ion@ncbon.com  or (919)  

782- 3211 with any questions.

NCLEX Standard  -  Sing le Year

All NCBON approved pre- licensure nursing  education program s will be 

reviewed in 2025 pursuant to 21 NCAC 36 .0320(c) , a  p rogram  sha ll m a inta in 

an NCLEX exam ination pass ra te tha t m eets or exceeds 90 percent of the 

na tiona l pass ra te for licensure level on first writ ing  of the licensure 

exam ination for ca lendar years end ing  Decem ber 31. If you have questions, 

contact your assigned consultant.

   NCLEX Cand ida te Reports

NCLEX cand ida te reports a re d istributed  via  em ail within six weeks of the 

cand ida te's exam ination da te. Program  d irectors a re autom atica lly cop ied   

on the em ail d istribution. A deta iled  program  perform ance report can a lso be 

provided upon request. The report inc ludes first t im e and repeat test takers 

identifying  pass or fa il cand ida te sta tus. Contact the Exam  Departm ent a t 

exam dept@ncbon.com  for assistance.

NCSBN NCLEX Exam ina t ions

NCSBN hosts a  variety of resources to assist cand ida tes prepare for the NCLEX 

exam . Click  here to view the resources.  

Click  here to subscribe to 

the NCSBN m ailing  list.
 

Receive the la test in Nursing  

Regula tory news delivered  

d irectly to your inbox.

Click here to v iew  
NCLEX Pass Rates

NCSBN Resources

NCLEX Frequent ly  Asked Quest ions

Looking  for answers to com m on NCLEX questions? NCSBN offers a  variety of 

help ful student resources, ava ilab le here.

2026 NCLEX Virtua l Conference

Register for the 2026 NCLEX Virtua l Conference offered  by NCSBN, to hear 

the la test NCLEX program  updates from  the experts who develop  and 

adm inister the exam .
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https://www.ncbon.com/nclex-pass-rates
https://www.ncbon.com/nclex-pass-rates
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https://www.nclex.com/faqs.page
https://www.nclex.com/faqs.page
https://www.ncsbn.org/events/2026-nclex-conference
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NCBON Event  Ca lender

Adm in ist ra t ive Hearing

July 29

Septem ber 30

Educat ion  &  Pract ice 
Com m it tee

August 11

Labor Day

Office Closed

Septem ber 7

Board  Business Meet ing

October 1

Nursing  Educa t ion  Ru les Corner

Welcom e to the Rules Corner! This resource is designed to assist p rogram  

d irectors in understand ing  and naviga ting  the Education Rules. Our first 

highlighted  rule focuses on notifica tion of a  p rogram  d irector change, an 

essentia l requirm ent to ensure the NCBON is inform ed of any updates tha t 

m ay im pact p rogram  opera tions. 

21 NCAC 36 .0323( i)  Program s m ust notify the NCBON of any change in 

p rogram  d irectors a t least 10 business days prior to the effective da te of 

the change, ensuring  t im ely com m unica tion and continuity of oversight.

- The offic ia l notifica tion m ay be subm itted  by the im m edia te 

supervisor or higher- level adm inistra tor.

- Notifica tion m ay be subm itted  a t any t im e in advance of the 10 

business day requirem ent. For exam ple, if a  change is known 60 

days ahead, early subm ission is encouraged.

- The notifica tion should  identify the proposed cand ida te and 

inc lude the effective da te, as well as the cand ida te's em ail and 

phone num ber. A copy of the cand ida te's CV and/ or a  faculty vitae 

is a lso needed.

- The NCBON will notify the program  regard ing  whether qua lifica tions 

have been m et or if add it iona l inform ation is needed to determ ine 

com pliance. If the proposed cand ida te does not m eet 

qua lifica tions, the program  m ay subm it an a lterna tive cand ida te 

for review. 

The second highlighted  rule concerns the program  m axim um  enrollm ent. 

21 NCAC 36 .0302( h)  The NCBON estab lishes a  m axim um  student 

enrollm ent and im p lem enta tion da te for each program  a t the t im e init ia l 

approva l is g ranted , based on the program ?s ava ilab le resources. This 

approva l is specific  to each program  type and m ay not be app lied  across 

d ifferent p rogram  types.

For exam ple, if an institut ion offers BSN, ADN, and PN program s, each 

program  m ust adhere to its ind ividua lly approved m axim um  enrollm ent. 

The approved m axim um  enrollm ent for a  BSN program  cannot be used 

for ADN or PN program s. Each program  type undergoes a  separa te 

app lica tion process and is assigned a  m axim um  enrollm ent specific  to 

tha t p rogram .

The last highlighted  rule concerns externa l standard ized exam inations.

21 NCAC 36 .0321( q)  A nursing  education program  m ay not require a  

student or g raduate to achieve a  benchm ark score on an externa l 

standard ized exam ination as a  cond it ion of p rogression, g raduation, 

endorsem ent, or release to pursue NCLEX- rela ted  processes. Externa l 

assessm ents m ay be used; however, they m ust not account for m ore than 

10 percent of the fina l course grade or tota l points. Any policy or p ractice 

tha t m akes such a  score determ inative of advancem ent is inconsistent 

with 21 NCAC 36 .0321(q) .

http://reports.oah.state.nc.us/ncac/title%2021%20-%20occupational%20licensing%20boards%20and%20commissions/chapter%2036%20-%20nursing/21%20ncac%2036%20.0323.pdf
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http://reports.oah.state.nc.us/ncac/title%2021%20-%20occupational%20licensing%20boards%20and%20commissions/chapter%2036%20-%20nursing/21%20ncac%2036%20.0302.pdf
http://reports.oah.state.nc.us/ncac/title%2021%20-%20occupational%20licensing%20boards%20and%20commissions/chapter%2036%20-%20nursing/21%20ncac%2036%20.0302.pdf
http://reports.oah.state.nc.us/ncac/title%2021%20-%20occupational%20licensing%20boards%20and%20commissions/chapter%2036%20-%20nursing/21%20ncac%2036%20.0321.pdf
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Director, Education

jlewis@ncbon.com

(984)  238- 7613

Dr. Terry  Ward

Education Consultant

terry.ward@ncbon.com

(984)  238- 7636

Dr. Ann Marie Milner

Education Consultant

am ilner@ncbon.com

(984)  238- 7643

Tonya Body

Education Coord ina tor

tonya.body@ncbon.com

(984)  238- 7625

Nursing  Educa t ion  Ru les Corner

What  is the com pliance issue w ith  the ru le concern ing  externa l 
standard ized  exam ina t ions?

A program  is not in com pliance with this rule if it  uses an externa l 
standard ized exam ination as a  ga tekeep ing  m echanism  for p rogression, 
g raduation, or post- g raduation access to the licensure process. Once a  
student has successfully com pleted  a ll faculty- estab lished academ ic and 
c linica l requirem ents and has been awarded program  com pletion, the 
program  m ay not delay, cond it ion, or withhold  the ind ividua l?s ab ility to 
p roceed toward  licensure based on a  pred ic tor or NCLEX read iness 
exam ination score.

This determ ination is not a ffected  by the num ber of testing  opportunit ies 
p rovided or the length of any delay im posed. Whether a  student is g iven 
one a ttem pt, m ult ip le a ttem pts, rem ed ia tion, or a  tem porary hold  of 
severa l days or weeks, the practice rem ains noncom pliant if the student is 
unab le to m ove forward  until a  benchm ark score is achieved. In such 
cases, the exam ination functions as a  cond it ion of p rogression or 
com pletion, ra ther than as a  supp lem enta l assessm ent tool.

Educat ion  Program  Director Orien ta t ion

The Education Program  Director Orienta tion is ava ilab le online. All p rogram  

d irectors new to the role will receive reg istra tion deta ils for this on- dem and 

educationa l offering . The m odules provide an overview of the functions of the 

NCBON and guidance on m ainta ining  com pliance with the North Carolina  

Adm inistra tive Code Rule. If you have com pleted  the m odules and ob ta ined 

CE hours but would  like a  refresher, em ail educat ion@ncbon.com  to request 

access.

NCBON Facu lt y  Listerv

The NCBON seeks to com m unica te 

d irectly with nursing  faculty regard ing  

education- rela ted  updates, regula tory 

guidance, and ava ilab le resources. A 

brief, voluntary survey is ava ilab le for 

nursing  faculty who wish to receive  

em ail com m unica tions from  the NCBON.

Access here or scan QR code

mailto:education@ncbon.com
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=RBE1p71JnUOdMsUb5J-VtKGu8RoQ3HlIu9cOqCQsv35UNFIwSjBCQlJSQUJWU1BKNThVOTlDOU80Uy4u
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